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The Elk City Carnegie Library is a welcoming public space open to all.  Every individual has the 
right to access high-quality library services in an environment that is inviting, safe and free from 
disruption.  Patrons may use the Library and its resources during posted hours, provided their 
behavior is lawful, orderly, respectful and considerate of others. 
 
The Library is committed to maintaining a safe, friendly, and enjoyable place for everyone.  As 
such, the following are not permitted on Library property: 
 

• Engaging in illegal activity 

• Weapons, including handguns, carried openly or concealed (except by designated law 
enforcement) 

• Alcohol, illegal drugs, or individuals under the influence 

• Using or being under the influence of marijuana or other products containing THC, even 
with a medical marijuana license 

• Smoking or vaping inside Library buildings or within twenty-five feet (25’) of any entrance, in 
accordance with state law 

• Engaging in or soliciting sexual acts, or inappropriate displays of affection 

• Adults using the Children’s Library that do not have a suitable reason to be there (at the 
discretion of the Library staff) 

• Soliciting, panhandling or collecting funds 

• Having or consuming food or drink, except in designated areas 

• Sleeping, or occupying more than one space 

• Being without proper clothing, such as tops, bottoms, and shoes, or wearing clothing that 
is overly revealing, disruptive, or inconsistent with common standards of public decency 

• Lack of personal hygiene, including but not limited to strong or pervasive odors, bodily 
fluids, or evidence of pest infestation on one’s person or belongings 

• Bathing, shaving, washing clothing, flushing items other than toilet paper, dying hair or any 
other activities other than using the toilet or washing hands in Library restrooms 

• Leaving a child under the age of 10, or individuals requiring care, unsupervised or 
unattended (see Children in the Library Policy) 

• Using roller skates, scooters, skateboards, bicycles, shoes with wheels or similar devices 

• Bringing personal belongings not related to Library use, including but not limited to 
sleeping rolls, shopping carts, scooters, bicycles, or other wheeled conveyances (this 
restriction does not apply to ADA assistive devices or baby strollers) 

• Parking bicycles anywhere other than designated bicycle racks 

• Personal belongings that cannot be carried in on a single trip, excessive bags, desktop 
PCs/workstations/monitors, or belongings that occupy too much space 
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• Taking, using, or interfering with another person’s belongings 

• Leaving personal belongings unattended (The Library is not responsible for items that are 
lost, stolen, or damaged on Library property and Library staff reserves the right to move 
unattended belongings) 

• Blocking aisles, doorways, exits, elevators, stairwells or access to Library materials or 
equipment 

• Entering or occupying non-public areas, staff-only, storage, or mechanical spaces without 
permission 

• Animals (except service animals as defined and permitted under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA)) 

• Animals left unattended inside or outside the building 

• Misusing or rearranging Library furniture, fixtures, or equipment in a way that could cause 
damage, pose a safety hazard or not conform to its designated layout, purpose, or function 

• Using electrical outlets in a way that restricts Library services or poses a safety hazard 
(Library staff reserves the right to limit outlet use) 

• Using Library computers or internet access for unlawful purposes, viewing obscene or 
pornographic material, or displaying content that is disruptive to others (see Internet & 
Computer Use Policy) 

• Using another patron’s library card, number, name, or account without permission 

• Damaging, tampering with, or stealing Library materials, equipment, or property 

• Interfering with other patrons’ use of the Library or staff’s ability to perform their duties  

• Using devices or mobile phones at a volume that is excessive or disruptive to others, 
including loud conversations, music, and ringtones 

• Unwanted or threatening behavior toward Library staff or others, including harassment, 
profanity, or abusive language or gestures 

• Failure to comply with a warning or request to change or stop conduct in violation of Library 
policy 

• Remaining on Library property after being asked to leave 

• Using the Library or trespassing while under a suspension issued under this policy 

• Any other behavior that is offensive, unsafe, or disruptive towards Library staff or patrons 

 
Enforcement 

Patrons who fail to comply with these rules will be notified and asked to correct their behavior or 
leave the Library.  Serious offenses or repeated violations may result in suspension or revocation 
of Library privileges, removal from the premises by law enforcement, or criminal prosecution if the 
conduct violates state law or municipal code. 


