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The Elk City Carnegie Library is a welcoming environment where children can explore, learn, and
grow. We offer a variety of programs, resources, and activities designed to promote early literacy,
curiosity, and a lifelong love of reading. Because we are committed to providing a safe, engaging,
and enjoyable space, the Library and its Board have developed and adopted this policy for the
protection and well-being of children of all ages who visit the Library.

Supervision Requirements

Children are welcome in the Library. However, children under 10 years old must be accompanied
by a parent, guardian or caregiver who can ensure the child’s safety and prevent damage to Library
materials, equipment and property. Library staff are focused on serving the public and performing
many duties and are not responsible for supervising or monitoring the safety, behavior, location, or
computer and Internet use of children. Additional requirements are as follows:

e Responsible caregivers must be at least 16 years old.

e Children under the age of 10 years old must have a parent, guardian, or responsible
caregiver within the immediate vicinity and must not leave the building or drop-off and
leave while the child attends a library program or event.

e Children under the age of 7 years old must remain in the sight of their parent, guardian, or
responsible caregiver at all times, including, but not limited to, use of the restroom and
elevator.

e Children at least 10 years old may use the Library unattended as long as they do not disrupt
the library environment (see Personal Conduct Policy). They must know how to reach a
parent, guardian, or caregiver in case of an emergency or in the event they need
transportation after the library has closed or if they are asked to leave for behavioral
reasons.

Behavior Expectations

Children are expected to follow all library rules (see Personal Conduct Policy) and to behave
toward staff and others with respect. This includes:

e Usingvoices appropriate for the library setting.

e Keeping hands and feet to themselves (and without rough play or throwing objects).
e Walking inside the library (no running or jumping off furniture or stairs).

e Following directions from library staff.

e Handling books, computers, and other materials carefully.

e Toys should be returned to their proper places after being used.

e Using library furniture and equipment safely and as intended (and without climbing).
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e Roller skates, scooters, skateboards, bicycles, shoes with wheels or similar devices are not
allowed inside the library.

Enforcement

Parents, guardians or caregivers are responsible for supervising the actions and behavior of the
child. Disruptive, unsafe, or destructive behavior is not permitted. Should the child become
disruptive to others or library operations, we ask that they be taken away quietly until the child can
compose themself. Children 10 years old and older, without a caregiver present, may be asked to
leave the library. Repeat or serious behavioral issues may result in the child and caregiver being
asked to leave the Library with the possibility of losing library privileges.

Computer Use

Children that are 2 years old or older may use library computers and access the Internet under the
supervision of a parent, guardian, or caregiver. In addition:

e Computer use is subject to the Internet and Computer Use Policy.
e Computers may not be used by children under 2 years old.
e AWE Early Learning Computer Stations are intended for children 2 to 12 years old.

e Although the Library does not require parental permission for children to use the
computers or Internet, we recommend parents, guardians, or caregivers monitor such use.

e Misuse of equipment or software will not be tolerated, including, but not limited to: banging
on the keyboard, punching the monitors, accessing inappropriate websites, or installing
software or malware.

Staff Procedure for Unaccompanied Children

Library staff may occasionally encounter children who are in the library without a responsible
caregiver or who are not being adequately supervised. Inthese cases, staff may do the following:

1. Assess the Situation: Determine the child’s age, behavior, and safety needs.

2. Engage the Child Politely: Ask the child if a caregiver is nearby and remind them of the
supervision requirements.

3. Locate the Caregiver: Assistthe child in contacting their caregiver.
4. Ensure Safety: Keep the child in a visible area until a caregiver is present.

5. Escalate if Necessary: If the child’s caregiver cannot be located or the child is at risk,
library staff will contact the Elk City Police Department to ensure the child’s safety.
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